AND   FRANCIS-JOSEPH                              243

In spite of Emperor William being at the present mo-
ment over forty years of age, he still retains a great store
of boyishness, and in particular, a liking for practical
jokes, though never when they are at his own expense!
It Is not so very long ago that he had notified a number of
generals and military dignitaries to meet him at the railroad
station at Potsdam, at half-past eleven in the evening, in
order to accompany him to manoeuvres that were to be held
at a place several hours7 distance on the following day.
Leaving the palace on foot shortly after eleven, he entered
the railroad station by a back door, and managed to slip in
without being recognized.

Shielded by the darkness, he made his way unobserved
to the special train, which was in waiting, got into his
carriage by the door on the opposite side from the platform.
For at least half an hour he amused himself by peeping at
the officers on the platform, whose faces expressed surprise
and vexation that his majesty, ordinarily so punctual,
should be so long in coming. Suddenly he raised the
blind, opened the window, and intimated by loud and pro-
longed laughter his presence in the carriage, and the suc-
cess of his little trick. The astonishment and the dismay
depicted on the visages of those on the platform can be
more easily imagined than described.

Emperor William is not fond of the press, and has never
taken any trouble to conceal his dislike for that branch of
the literary profession. It is true that he has been sub-
jected to a good deal of abuse at its hands, and that he has
been made the object of calumny sufficient to drive a man
so hypersensitive to public comment into a lunatic asylum.
Many of the most intricate troubles and most annoying
episodes of his life and his reign have been in a large
measure due to the press, inasmuch as they were either his as-
